Photos by Reed Palmer Photography

Blind Luck, a filly who
Mark Cornett recognized
for her talent very early,

An Eye for Stakes Winners
Perhaps even more so than in other pursuits, it really helps to have a little luck
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in horse racing. The sport’s history is peppered with amazing stories of luck, but

Mark Cornett’s

focused approach has
yielded positive
results over the past
10 years, most
recently with
Kentucky Oaks
winner Blind Luck

that will only get you so far. Luck might get you a big stakes winner, maybe even
a few, but to succeed over the long run you need a keen eye for horseflesh and the
gut instinct to strike just at the right moment. Over the past decade, Mark Cornett
has quickly risen to the upper echelon of racing, and remained there. His most
recent find, ironically enough, came with Blind Luck, who captured the $584,300
Kentucky Oaks (G1) at Churchill Downs on April 30. But despite her name, her
road to stardom didn’t have much to do with luck.

A forgotten filly
Prior to making her first start, Blind Luck never really attracted much attention.
The daughter of Pollard’s Vision sold for $11,000 as a yearling and the bidding
didn’t even get that high when she was entered in a 2-year-old sale. That changed
when she made her debut at Calder Race Course in Florida in a $40,000 maiden
claiming race and ran off to win by 13 1/4 lengths.
While it may seem obvious that a horse who breaks her maiden by more than a dozen
lengths has potential, there are plenty of young horses who win their first race in impressive fashion and never visit the winner’s circle again, much less at Churchill Downs
after the sport’s most prestigious race for 3-year-old fillies. After all, it’s a long way from
a maiden claiming race to the Kentucky Oaks. Even so, Cornett quickly saw that Blind
Luck was special, and he moved quickly to broker a sale after that race last June.
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“The key to buying horses privately is moving quickly and decisively or you will lose them,” he said.
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can take weeks to put to- for her talent very early, scores a game victory on to win over $1 million for her new owners.
gether, Cornett knew he in the Kentucky Oaks (G1) at Churchill Downs.
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2 Fantasy Stakes at Oaklawn Park and finished third in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies (G1) and Santa Anita Oaks (G1). As if that
wasn’t enough, she scored a gutsy victory in the Kentucky Oaks
in front of a record crowd of 116,046 and then won the Delaware
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than $1.8 million while winning nine of 13 starts, and she figures to be a
big favorite to take an Eclipse Award as champion 3-year-old filly.

The very best handicappers only pick a winner about one-third of the
time, and there are certainly no “sure things” in racing (even Secretariat
lost five times in his career). But by sticking with a strategy that works

A decade of success
Since launching Turf Express in 2001, Cornett has posted some

and having the confidence to pull the trigger when others might hesitate,
Cornett has managed to tilt the odds in his favor.

